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francs, respectively, was followed by M. Olanesco, of Roumania, from 
whom a gift of 1000 francs to the Institute's funds was announced. 

At the election of the Bureau for the following two years, owing 
to some misconception, it was understood that Sir Rawson W. Raw- 
son was very desirous of not being re-elected as president, but at the 
last moment it became known that he would be willing to place his 
services at the disposal of the Institute. His re-election was gener- 
ally approved, as it tided over a difficulty of selection. The three 
vice-presidents re-elected were MM. Levasseur, Lexis, and Troin- 
itsky. Mr. A. E. Bateman, C.M.G., was elected Treasurer in the 
place of Mr. John Biddulph Martin, deceased, and Signor Bodio was 
re-elected General Secretary. 

In the last meeting of the biennial session the International Insti- 
tute usually selects the place of its next meeting, and it was an- 
nounced that the Norwegian Government had offered, through M. 
Kiaer, one of the most useful and prominent members of the Insti- 
tute, and Director of the Statistical Bureau of Norway, to receive 
the members at Christiania in 1899. This proposition was accepted 
with acclamation, the members congratulating themselves on the 
prospect of holding their deliberations in a country the statistics of 
which may be cited as models of excellence. 



AN INQUIRY INTO POVERTY. 



The Charity Organization Society of New York has performed a 
useful service to society in turning over to a special Committee on 
Statistics the records of 500 cases, representing applicants on their 
books, assisted in 1890 and subsequent years. 

The table dealing with Conjugal Condition .corresponds fairly well 
with what is found in the usual reports of the Charity Organization 
Society. The figures in regard to Age are not regarded as very in- 
structive. The table on Size of Family is more novel and is here 
reproduced. 





Size of Family. 




Families. 


Percentage. 


No Children .... 135 


27.0 


1 child 








97 


19.4 


2 children 








89 


17.8 


3 








68 


13.6 


4 " 








48 


9.6 


5 " 








38 


7.6 


6 " 








15 


3.0 


7 " 








5 


1.0 


8 " 








4 


.8 


9 •' 








11 


.02 



Total .... 500 100. 
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These statistics are not regarded as altogether accurate, because in 
many cases children living away from home were not counted. By 
children is therefore meant, those who were living with the family. 
The average number of children for all the 500 cases is 2.05 ; and 
the average number in families having children is 2.81. The im- 
portant fact to note here is that these numbers are smaller than the 
averages we find in the whole population. The explanation of this 
is that the grown children among the poor separate themselves from 
the family at an early age, the girls going into domestic service and 
the boys wandering away in search of work. This is brought out 
further by the following table of children : — 





At Home. 


At Work. 


In Institutions. 


Total 


Absolute numbers 


808 


173 


46 


1027 


Percentages 


78.67 


16.85 


4.48 


100 



The table dealing with Nationality of applicants corresponds to the 
general experience of New York City. The greater number of the 
cases had lived in New York a very considerable length of time, 
"only 15 per cent, in fact, declared that they had been here less than 
five years." 

The investigation as to the causes of poverty is the one which will 

interest the public at large the most. It is rightly regarded by the 

Committee as a difficult inquiry. The subject is approached from 

three points : (1) The alleged cause of distress ; (2) The real causes 

as gathered from the whole record of the case ; (3) The character of 

the case. 

Alleged Cause of Distress. 





Principal. 


Loss 

of 

Work. 


Sick- 
ness. 


Brink. 


Insuffi- 
cient 
Earnings. 


Other 

Causes. 




313 
226 
25 
52 
45 
40 
40 
103 


36 
10 

2 
11 

3 

2 


69 

4 
7 
5 
14 
9 
3 


1 
1 

1 

1 


1 

12 

2 

1 
4 
4 


3 




7 
1 


Physical defect or old age 


1 




2 


Other causes and uncertain — 




Total 


844 


64 


111 


4 


24 


16 
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" In this table we consider not the total number of cases, but the 
total number of applications. This total is a little different from that 
given on page 1, but for purposes of analysis this is of little conse- 
quence. The cause most frequently alleged is loss of employment, 
37.1 per cent; next to that is sickness, 26.7 per cent. Of less con- 
sequence are insufficient earnings, physical defect or old age, death of 
wage-earner, and desertion." 

The next table deals with an analysis of the real causes according 
to the judgment of the tabulator. 

The Real Cause of Distbess. 





First Applications. 


Total Applications. 




Number. 


Per Cent. 


Number. 


Per Cent. 




115 
102 

27 
18 
15 
87 
50 
86 


23.0 

20.4 

5.4 

3.6 

3.0 

17.4 

10.0 

17.2 


184 
164 
42 
30 
24 
166 
101 
121 


22.1 
19.7 




5.0 




3.6 




2 9 




19.9 




12.2 




14.6 






Total 


500 


100.0 


832 


100.0 







" In this table it will be seen that emphasis is laid on misconduct 
rather than on misfortune. The difference between a person's judg- 
ment of the cause of his misfortune and another person's is shown by 
contrasting the following figures : — 



Lack of employment 
Sickness or accident. 

Intemperance 

Sbil'tlessness 

No real need 



Alleged 
Cause. 



313 

226 

25 



Real 

Cause. 



184 
164 
166 
101 
121 



Alleged 
Cause. 



26.7 



Real 
Cause. 



22.1 
19.7 
19.9 
12.2 
14.6 



" The difference between the two sets of returns is obvious. Where 
lack of employment and sickness have been alleged as accounting for 
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539 applications, or 62.6 per cent of the total, they are believed by 
the tabulator to really account for only 348 applications, or 11.8 per 
cent. On the other hand, intemperance comes in as the real cause in 
19.9 per cent ; shiftlessness in 12.2 per cent of the applications ; and 
in 14.6 per cent of the applications it was judged that there was no 
real need. It is very probable that these judgments are severe, but 
the result shows how frequently, at least, the personal character is a 
contributory cause of poverty." 

The table relating to the character of the applicants shows that 
in nearly one-half of the cases the character of the men and women 
was said to be good. " This corresponds rather closely to the 53 per 
cent of the applications in the table where the real cause of distress 
is stated to be misfortune. It is curious to note that, while in Table 
8 intemperance is credited with 19.9 per cent of the cases as the real 
cause of distress, in Table 9 it is put down as 17 per cent in regard to 
the character of man and woman. Shiftlessness figures as 12.2 per 
cent in one table and 14 per cent in the second. Considering that 
these tables were made independently of each other, and that the 
classification is on a different basis, the second table may be said to 
be confirmatory of the first and an evidence of the general correct- 
ness of the analysis." Tables are also given showing the treatment 
of the cases. 



VITAL STATISTICS. 



Medizinal-statistiche Mittheilungen am dem haiserlichen Gesund- 
heitsamte. Berlin, 1897. 

In this article are compared and discussed primarily statistics of 
deaths and their principal causes at different age periods, (1) of 
Berlin, Paris, Vienna, and London, for the years 1891-93, and (2) 
of Prussia, Italy, and groups of the principal cities of France, for 
the years 1890-93. The statistics of births, still-births, and illegiti- 
mate births, and of the excess of births over deaths in these cities, 
groups of cities and states, are also given. But deaths and births 
according to sex are not considered. 

The death rates in all but one of the age periods, after the first 
year of life, were less in Berlin and Prussia than in the other cities 



